
The visit of the Magi

(Matthew 2:1-12)
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Narr: After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time when Herod was king, 
Magi from the east saw a star in the sky and, knowing it was a sign of the birth of a 
king, followed it to Jerusalem.  They went to Herod's palace and asked:

Mag1: Where is the child who has been born the king of the Jews?
Mag2: We saw his star in the east.
Mag3: We have come to worship him.
Narr: When King Herod heard this he was very worried, and all the people of Jerusalem 

were disturbed as well.  Herod called together all the people's chief priests and 
teachers of the law.  He asked them:

Her: Where is this King to be born?  What does your law say?
TL1: In Bethlehem in Judea.
Priest: This is what the prophet has written:
TL2: But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers 

of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people 
Israel.

Narr: Then Herod called the Magi secretly and asked them:
Her: What time did this star appear?  How long have you been following it?
Narr: When the Magi had told him the exact time that the star had appeared,  he sent 

them on their way.
Her: Go on your way to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child.  When

you find him come back to me and tell me where he is, so that I may come and
worship him as well.

Narr: The Magi set out on their way and the star once again led them onwards until it 
came to rest over a house in Bethlehem.  When the Magi saw that the star had 
come to rest they were overjoyed!  They went into the house and there they saw 
the child, Jesus, and his mother Mary.  They knelt down on the floor and 
worshipped Jesus.  Then they took out the presents that they had carried from the 
East.

Mag1: I gave him gold.  Gold fit for a King's palace.  Gold fit for this great and mighty King.
Mag2: I gave him Frankincense.  The sweetest smelling frankincense. a gift fit for the most 

high God himself.



Mag3: And I gave him Myrrh. A strange gift you might think, the spice of death, but we all 
knew what this child must do, and I am sure that, as I lay my gift at his feet, even 
he knew as well.

Narr: That night each of the Magi had a dream.  In the dream they were warned not to go 
back to Herod and tell him about Jesus.  They understood the dreams to be from 
God, so they packed their things and left Bethlehem and Jesus and their presents 
behind as they made their way home by another route.
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